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In This Issue: 

Spring, Spring is coming soon. Grass turns green and 
flowers bloom. Birds are returning from the south. 
Bees start buzzing all about. Leaves are budding 
everywhere. Spring, Spring is finally here! 

Hello Spring From Pre-K

Preschool students started celebrating Spring a little 
early this year, thanks to the beautiful weather Mother 
Nature provided in mid-March. Staff and students were 
happy to be reunited with our playground after several 
weeks of cold and snow. In the preschool, the students 
enjoy the daily playground and outside time in the 
courtyard, weather permitting. Here’s to warmer and 
sunnier weather!

March Spirit Week!

March Spirit week throughout the 
Hawthorne community is a huge 
event, much like March Madness for 
the NCAA. Teachers, Staff, and 
students dressed up throughout the 
week. There was Pajama Day, Jersey 
Day, Decade Day, Tie-Dye Day, and 
Superhero Day. So many participated 
by dressing up all week! 

A Spring Poem. By, Jane Bosley
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A Message from our Coordinator, Daren Cerrone

Since the pandemic began, we were 
required to suspend off-campus, work-
based learning opportunities and leisure 
trips. Our focus remains on prioritizing 
students' and staff's health and safety by 
adhering to local guidance and 
following safety guidelines outlined in 
our Reopening Plan. We remain hopeful 
that in the near future, we will be able to 
resume internship activities and initiate 
externship opportunities again so that 
our students can continue to engage in 
and prepare for post-secondary 
placement and options. This includes community integration, work readiness, and even 
advanced educational opportunities they may transition to after graduating.  An HCDS 
alumna recently contacted us to share that she has been accepted into three colleges: Scranton, 
Oswego, and Fordham! Recently, another HCDS graduate informed us that he had passed his 
test to become an MTA Bus operator. This was his passion, and a post-secondary goal, 
throughout his tenure as a student attending HCDS. While this pandemic has significantly 
impacted us all, these are two examples of how our students are resilient and will continue to 
flourish.  

It's amazing that one year ago, we were participating in School Spirit Week remotely. This 
year, it was beautiful to see all the staff and students on campus and remotely participating in 
School Spirit Week. Thank you to those who got involved and spread some positivity around 
campus. I visited a couple of classrooms and observed our students involved in instructional 
learning activities. The classrooms that I visited looked excellent, with staff and students 
engaged in learning. I am hopeful that I will be able to see more classrooms soon to observe 
the hard work and dedication that our teaching staff is involved in to ensure our students 
continue to learn. 
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